
Jon Niennann. Clnir,tlrj.n

Emil)' Lindle)', Co r|,ttksioner

Bobbl Janedia, Coiunissioner

Toby BaLer, Exectrtr've Director
tvlAY L ?nz1ll

V
Texes ComarssroN oN ETTvTRoNMENTAL Quarrrv

Protecting Texas W Reduclng and Preventing Pollution

May 27,2022

R.E: Alert for Permitted State Surface Water Diversions

Dear County Judge:

The Teyas Commission on Environmental Qualit), (TCEO is closely monitoring drought
conditions and stream-flow across Teyas. Persistent drought conditions can result in low or
reduced streamflolv arrd can cause shortages that may impact senior and superior lvater
rights. The TCEQ is responsible for protecting senior and superior lvater rights and ensuring
lvater right holders divert and/or impound water or y as authorized b), their permit.

As a ftst response, the TCEQis notifying water right holders tfuoughout the state about
potential impacts to water rights. On the reverse, you will find that notification letter for your
reference.

If you have any questions regarding this process, please contact Earl Lott, Director, Office of
water at (512\ 239-2047.

Sincerely,

Tob)' Bakel
L\ecuti\,e Director

P.O.Bo\ 13087 . Austin, Te\as 78711-3087 . 512-239-l0OO . tceq.te\as.gov
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It is not possible to predict how severe drought conditions may become or how long they will
persist. General in-formation about the drought may be found on the TCEe s rvebsite at:
h t tD:/ /1\1\'1\'. Iceo.te\as. q0\',/r'csDonsc,/clrought.

Questions can be discussed rvith m), staff as follorvs:

TExAS ColtlussIoN oN EN\,,rRoNIVIENTAL euaury
Protecting Texas by Redic{nq and Preventing Pollution

May 27,2O22

Re: Alert for Permitted State Surface Water Dil,ersions

Dear Water Right Holder:

The Texas Commission on Envhonmental Qualit), (TCEQ) is closely monit6ling drought conditions
and stream-flow across Texas. Reduced streamllow can cause shortages that may imipact senior and
superior lvater rights. The TCEQ is responsible for protecting senior and superior witer rights and
ensuring water right holders divert and/or impound watel only as authorized by their permit.

Senior rvater rights have the earliest prioritl, dnlss and are entitled to water first among permitted
rvater rights in the basin. LYempt domestic and livestock uses are superior to permitte? rights. If
the TCEQ curtails or suspends water rights to satisfy senior or superibr water iights, lt muit be
done according to priorig, date.

under the TCEQv. Texas Farm Bureau court decision, the TCEe will not be able to exempr any
water dghts, including junior lvater rights used for municipal pu-rposes or polver generation, irom
curtailment or suspension based on public health, safety, or rvelfare concer-ns. AcIordingll,, rvater
right holder-s are strongly encouraged to revielv, update, and implement Drought Contingency plans.
water right holders may also investigate alternative sources of rvater, particul;ly if the iatei right
is the sole source of supply,.

Brazos Watermaster Program
IUoU), Nlohler, lvatermaster
Fmail: Molly.lvlohler@tceq.texas.gov
Phone:254-761-3006

South Texas & Concho Watermaster
Programs
Angela Sander, lvatermaster
Email: Angela.Sander@tceq.texas.gov
Phone: 210-403-4040

water Rights Permitting
(non-rvatermaster areas)
Chris Kozlorvski, Team Leader
Email: Chris.Kozlorvski@tceq.te\as. gov
Phone:512-239-180I

Sincerell,,

Toby' Baker
E\ecutive Director

P.O. Bo\ I30lt7 . Austin, Texas 78711,3087 .512,239-t000 . rccq.te\as.go\'
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